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WHISTLER STREET ENTERTAINMENT (WSE)  
Frequently Asked Questions  

 
 
What is Whistler Street Entertainment (WSE)?  

 

 

Arts Whistler (AW) has been engaged by the Resort Municipality of Whistler Resort municipality of 

Whistler to manage the Whistler Street Entertainment program since 2007. The program is designed to 

animate Whistler’s Village Stroll from May through to September with the objective of enhancing visitors’ 

and locals’ destination experience through free, family-friendly interactive entertainment. It is a staple 

for visiting and local families, acting as added value to packed summer days and holiday itineraries.  
 

Whistler Street Entertainment has grown and has been an excellent way to showcase high quality local, 

regional and touring talent from across Canada and beyond. Artists/performers have the opportunity to 

work in a beautiful and energetic outdoor environment with a diverse and engaged audience. 

 

Last year, over 110 artists and performers were employed over the 40 animation days. 65% were local 

artists/performers and 15% were a first for Whistler. 

 

The line-up includes: live music, dance acts, circus shows, roving characters, live art demonstrations & 

competitions, interactive arts & crafts, lawn games, balloon twisting, face painting, athletic & acrobatic 

demonstrations, photo opportunities and chalk art murals. 

 

When does the animation take place?  

 

A Whistler Street Entertainment is programmed on Saturdays in June and Wednesday and Thursdays 

and Fridays in July and August. There are some specialty dates in September and October.  

 

 

Who is eligible to apply?  

 

 Artists, musicians, and other performers. 

 Applicants must be legally entitled to work in Canada.  

 The content of all acts/displays must be appropriate for a family audience and adaptable to an 

outdoor site with large public exposure.  

 Applicants should be confident working in a transient environment and engaging an audience that 

would often otherwise be passing by.  

 

What’s in it for you as an artist or performer?  

 

 Be a part of Whistler’s large, lively and far-reaching arts community which helps create the awesome 

environment that is Whistler, and which continues to bring people back summer after summer. 

 Get paid to showcase your talent. AW wants to pay you and give you the stage. Challenge and hone 

your skills in an environment where the audience is diverse, growing and moving. 

 Work with the gorgeous backdrop of Whistler Village and the mountains. 

 Engage with a large audience of visitors and locals who have come to recognize and expect WSE to 

be a part of their holidays in Whistler.  

 Gain recognition, make connections, and see doors open to new opportunities with other event 

producers or artists. 
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How to Apply? 

 

Apply online: https://artswhistler.com/whistler-street-entertainment 

 

Before you click to apply, please consider the following: 

 WSE 2015, 2016 and/or 2017 Re-applicants – please submit an application for WSE 2018 to 

ensure we have your updated file on record. 

 

 New Applicants – please complete the application in detail.  

 

 Your application does not guarantee you a place in the 2018 program. We aim to provide as 

many artists/performers with fair opportunities to showcase their talent, but this program does have 

limited dates and a budget. When programming applicants, we will take into consideration the best 

fit for the theme of the weeks programming, the applicant availability, the target audience and 

budget limitations. 

 

 Only those considered for 2018 summer programming will be contacted. All applicants will 

be kept on file for future reference for Whistler Street Entertainment and other Arts Whistler event 

opportunities. 

 

Can I apply for Busking on the Fitzsimmons Trail if I have applied for Whistler Street 

Entertainment? 

 

Yes. Local talent, young-talent, and touring artists/performers are encouraged to apply for both of these 

programs to further their potential of being hired and receive more opportunities over the summer. 

 

Busking on the Fitzsimmons Trail is a smaller-scale, community orientated initiative; therefore, 

performers/artists from Vancouver and beyond may not find this option viable on its own, particularly as 

travel costs and time could outweigh the earnings. However, if you are already visiting Whistler, you 

may want to get our new 1-Day Busking Permit and maximize your trip. 

 

For more information, about Busking on the Fitzsimmons Trail section visit: 

http://www.artswhistler.com/events-and-programs/busking-on-the-fitzsimmons-trail 

 

 

What are the site set-up requirements? 

 

All WSE performances are held outdoors and therefore have limited resources for set-up. At the very 

minimum, all sites receive tent cover and most have power access. 

 

AW can make available (but not guarantee) the following resources: 

Tables; chairs; easels and a PA package consisting of two powered speakers, a mixer, two to three vocal 

microphones, two di boxes, and all necessary cables and stands for listed items. 

 

The Artist/Performer must supply their own: 

Instruments and instrument plug-in cables, stools, carpet (if required for drum kit), music stands, 

playback devices (iPods or CD players), monitors, amps, additional microphones (if required), and art 

tables.  
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Does WSE operate in inclement weather? 

 

While considering the programmed entertainers and the expecting public (some plan their day around a 

particular act), WSE makes all attempts to keep the entertainment schedule as consistent as possible. 

However, due to the nature of outdoor performances, some flexibility and contingencies are necessary: 

 

If the weather is mildly inclement, entertainment may proceed as scheduled or be rescheduled to a later 

time.  

 

If the weather is inclement, entertainment may be placed on stand-by until weather clears – possibly to 

a later time or the next day. Depending on the severity and the duration of the weather, programming 

may be cancelled entirely on a particular day or for the entire week.  

 

The greatest efforts to keep entertainers and the public in the know and up to date on schedule changes. 

 

 

Where are the performance sites located? 

 

Most frequently, entertainment is programmed at Mountain Square, Village Square, Town Plaza and 

around Whistler Olympic Plaza. These are lively and highly-visible sites that see a lot of pedestrian 

traffic, exposing entertainers to a large and diverse audience. Occasionally, smaller sites along the 

Village Stroll may be allotted.  

 

 

 

How is WSE marketed? 

 

WSE is promoted by the Resort Municipality of Whistler under the Whistler Presents banner through the 

following channels:  

 The Arts Whistler website. 

 Whistler.com website. 

 Information sheets circulated electronically and in print to in-resort businesses, hotel concierges and 

tourism resources. 

 Large information kiosks displayed at key locations throughout the Village. 

 Large Village banners. 

 Print ads in Pique Newsmagazine and The Whistler Question newspapers. 

 Media releases (on special occasions). 

 Village Hosts Information Services.  

 Social media outlets. 

 

Do you have any other questions? 

 

Please contact Andrea Mueller, Events and Programs Manager at: 

T: 604.935.8239 

E: amueller@artswhistler.com 
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